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LAWRENCE MILTON

CAMPUS BUZZ

Library software, face of the info age

ith the expanding infor-
mation world, libraries
have evolved into digital hous-
s, What better
way to go hi-tech
than providing
free information
on the Internet?
7 That is exact-
Iy MewGenLib, a
web-enabled library automa-
tion svstem, is doing. To meet
the modern and contemporary
demands, Hyderabad-based Ee-
savan Institute of Information
and Enowledge Management
{KITKM) has developed the soft-
ware that helps store, automate
and catalogue information.
The zoftware, useful in edu-
cation institutions, knowledge
management sectors and cor-
porate houses, can be down-

loaded freely. To create aware-
ness about the software among
librarians and information sci-
entists across the country, a
three-day hands-on training on
library management software’
got underway at the SDM In-
stitute of Management Deveal-
opment on Monday, The soft-
ware also enables them to post
collections online.

To master the nuances of §

the digitised repository, par-
ticipants have come from Ker-
ala, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Madu, Karnataka, Chattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh.

They will be trained in in-
stallation and downloading the
software. Speaking on the Tole
of semantics in the develop-
ment- from Web 2.0.to web 3.0°,
UM Food and Agricultural Or-

T

HI-TECH PLANS: UNFAQ information systems officer Johannes Keizer
interacts with the participants at the training session

ganization, information sys- division) Johannes Keizer
tems officer (knowledge ex- claimed that over 61 million
change and capacity building people access the Internet in In-

dia, “People are putting not
only scholarly infor mation but

also tacit knowledge,” he said. —

He cautioned the participants
to be proactive in the ever-grow-
ing information industry or
lose jobs to others.

At the same time he de-
manded to make information
on the Internet more meaning-
ful. KIIME Trustee J Haravu
said the institute worked hard
for three years to develop the
software. The software is al-
ready being used by over 100 in-
stitutions in India and abroad.
Information managers Rajatha,
Eridevi, Keerthana and Smita
arinivasan expect the software
to come handy in designing and
uploading information accord-
ing to their needs.
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WORKSHOP ON LIBRARY MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE

Mysore, Feb.26- More than 61 millions of people access Inter-net in India, said Dr. Johnnes Keizer,
Information Systems Officer, FAO of the United Nations, Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building
Divisian.

Keizer was delivering a key-note address in a workshop on Open Source Integrated Library
Management Software for Knowledge Centres: A hands-on workshop on NewGenlLib at SDM Institute
for Management Development here recently.

He cautioned the librarians that unless they are proactive and contribute significantly to the ever-growing
information industry, their jobs will be taken away by others.

" Keizer explained the research that is going around the world to make information on the Internet easily
available and added that Tim Bemers-Lee's idea of semantic web is catching up fast and the future lies in Web 2.0

Keizer said that VWeb 2.0 is envisioned with a basic philosophy of combining collective intelligence and added value for each parficipant by information sharing and
creation. The workshop is organised to frain the librarians and knowledge managers in the newly released open source software called NewGenLib. Speaking an
the software, L.J. Haravu, Trustee, Keshavan Institute of Information and Knowledge Management, Hyderabad, said that the software can now be downloaded
freely. The software can be used in medium and large sized libraries and knowledge centers.

Prof. Ramesh Venkatesw-aran, Director, SDM-IMD, M.V. Sunil, Dr. H. Gayathri, Dr. AR.D. Prasad and Dr N.5. Harinarayana were present.






